In this database study from the USA, survival following surgical treatment for stage I and II small cell lung cancer (SCLC) was investigated. The Surveillance, Epidemiology and End Results (SEER) database, sponsored by the National Cancer Institute, covers almost one third of the US population and captures 98% of all cancer cases in the surveyed areas. All patients between 1988 and 2007 with stage I or II SCLC were retrieved from the SEER database together with information regarding demographics, stage of disease, radiotherapy, resection as the treatment and survival. If available, pathological staging was used, otherwise patients were staged clinically.
